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To the RrVER END 


Mr. James Hervey. 


Reverend and Dear SIR, 
5 =P? T may perhaps ſurprize 
aii You, that amidſt the 
y Familiarities of our inti- 
b Dx mate Friendſhip I ſhould, 
without any previous 
Notice, addreſs You thus publickly 
from the Preſs. 1 am not without 
ſome Apprehenſion, that your Mo- 


deſty may be a little diſtreſſed on 


the Occaſion: But I am perſuaded, 
A 2 You 
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You will on the Whole forgive the 
Deſire I had, that all, to = 5 this 
little Piece may come, ſhould know, 
what moſt who are perſonally ac 

quainted with us both already . 
that I moſt highly eſteem You, and 
moſt affectionately love You ; and 
that no Diverſity in our Profeſſions 
and Forms could prevent our enter- 
ing into the ſtricteſt Bonds of Friend- 


ſhip, or make me unwilling moſt 


openly to profeſs it, and to perpe- 
tuate the Memory of it, while this 
{hall remain. 


I am ſorry to ſay, the Temper 


that generally prevails is of ſuch a 


Nature, as to prohibit Intimacies of 
this Kind, and too frequently to oc- 
caſion Averſions, where there is no 
other Cauſe of them than a Variety 
of Religious Sentiments and Prac- 
tices. But it is our Happineſs, that 


ve apprehend that Temper to be as 
unreaſonable, as it is unlovely. And 


ſurely all thinking Men would ſee it 


in 
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in the ſame View, if they would but 
ſeriouſly compare the Importance of 
thoſe J hings wherein we agree, with 
that of thoſe in which we differ ; 
eſpecially if they would farther re- 
flect, that the very ſame Principles 
under different Views promote, in 
conſcientious Men, thole different 
Practices, which, forgetting thoſe 
Principles, fundamental as they are 
to all true Religion, the Profeſſors 
of it are ſo apt to contend about. 
You, my pious and honoured 
Friend, being (I doubt not) in your 
own Mind perſuaded, that Diocęſan 
Epiſcopacy is of Divine Original, 
and that /e Church hath Authority 
fo decree Rites and Ceremonies, and to 
determine Controverſies in Matters of 
Faith, have folemnly declared that 
Belief; and in Conſequence of it, 
have obliged yourſelf to render Ca- 
nonical Obedience to thoſe, whom 
You thereby acknowledge as govern- 


ing You by an Authority delegated 
irom 
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from Cast; that thus You may 
be ſubjef to every Ordinance of Man 
for the Lord's ſake, and thereby ap- 
prove your Submiſſion to Him. I 
have declined that Subjection, not 
from any Diſreſpect to the Perſons 
of the Eſtabliſhed Eccleſiaſtical Go- 
vernors, (many of whom 1 hold in 
the higheſt Eſteem, and number 
among the moſt diſtinguiſhed Orna- 
; ments of our Common Chriſtianity,) 
and leaſt of all from any Unwilling- 
neſs to yield Subjection, where I ap- 
prehend CurisT to have appointed 

it : For ſo far as I know my own 
Heart, it would be my greateſt Joy, 
| to bow with all Humility to any 
Authority delegated from Him. But 
| I will freely tell You and the World, 
my Wonconformity is founded on this, 
That I aſſuredly believe the contrary 
to what the Conſtitution of the CHURCH 
oF ENGLAND requires me to declare, 
on the abovementioned Heads, and 
on {ome others, zo be the Truth : And 
I eſteem 
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I eſteem it much more eligible, to 
remain under an Incapacity of ſharing 
its Honours and Revenues, than to 
open my Way to a Poſſibility of ob- 
taining them by what would i me, 
while I have ſuch Apprehenſions, be 
undoubtedly an Act of Prevarication, 
Hypocriſy, and Falſhood; reverencing 
herein the Authority of Gop, and 
remembring the Account I muſt 
ſhortly give up in his Preſence. 
Trvus, Sir, on the Whole, we both 
chuſe what we apprehend Gop re- 
quires ; we both adhere to that Di/- 
cipline, which we believe to have been 
Primitive; or where You give it up 
in ſome Inſtances, it is with an up- 
right Deſire, I doubt not, of conform- 
ing to what You judge to be the lead- 
ing and moſt important Articles: But 
we both deſire, that the Communion 
of the Church may be pure, and the 
Form of its Diſcipline and Worſhip 
truly Apoſtolical; and would exert 
the Power, of which we each of us 
think 


vii DEDICATION. 


think ourſelves regularly poſſeſſed, to 
make and keep it ſo; tho' we do not 


eſtimate our reſpective Powers alike. 


We pray in different Words and Man- 
ners; we preach in different Habits; 
we receive the Sacred Supper in differ- 
ent Poſtures: But we both preach 
Repentance towards GO D, and Faith 
in our Lord FESUS CHRIST, 
Regeneration and Sanctiſicatian by his 
Spirit, and Subjection to his Laws, 
and particularly to that diſtinguithing 
Law of Mutual Love. We both ad- 
dreſs the ſame Gop, in the Name of 
the ſame Mediator; and the great 
Bleſſings we aſk, are in the Main the 
ſame, We both commemorate the 
Death of CurisT as our propitiatory 
Sacrifice, reſting our own Souls, and 
directing our People to reſt theirs, 
on the Atonement He hath made, 
and thecompleat Righteouſneſs which 


He hath wrought. Thus joining in 


Love to Him as our common Savi- 
our, and living the Life which we live 
b i 


72 
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in the Fleſh by the Faith of the Son of 
GOD, we are both waiting for his 
Salvation; expecting that ere long 
our Spirits will be joined, in the Ge- 
neral Aſſembly and Church of thoſe 
who die in the Lord, (that Aſſembly, 
where perfect Knowledge and Love 
cement in everlaſting Bands the Souls 
that once differ d, as widely as they 
could differ who were one in Chriſt ;) 
where we hope, thro' Divine Grace, 
to ſhare Ages of Delight, till our 
Bodies ſhall be in the ſame Moment 
born from the Duſt, to inherit in 
our compleat Perſons the Everlaſting 
Kingdom of our Heavenly Father. 


And in the mean Time, why ſhould 


it be thought ſtrange, that amidſt ſo 
many endearing Bonds of Union, our 
Thoughts are hardly at Leiſure, to 
recolle& the little Circumſtances in 
which we differ ? Surely the Part 
we are acting under theſe different 
Denominations, is far more plea- 
ſing to Gop, more comfortable to 
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ourſelves, and more edifying to 
the World, than if You, Dear Sir, 
were to 2 at nought your Brother 
for his Nonconformity, or I to jydge 
mine for his Conformity; and we 
were to infect (not to ſay, poiſon) the 
Streams of Gop's Sanctuary, where 


we reſpectively preſide, with the Bit- 


terneſs of Contention, Cenſure, and 
Reproach. 

I as$UREDLyY believe, my worthy 
Brother, that in what I have now 
been writing with ſo unuſual a Free- 
dom, and in what I thought I might 
in this Connection write with ſome 
peculiar Advantage, I have uttered 
your Sentiments as well as my own. 
And ſurely, were they more general- 
ly to prevail, the Face of our Reli- 
gious Intereſts in GREAT BRITAIN 
would wear a more pleaſing and 
more hopeful Aſpect. Were our 
Hearts thus filled with a Deſire of 
Approaching to each other, and diſ- 
poſed on one Hand and the other to 

ſacri- 
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ſacrifice, as far as with a ſafe Con- 
ſcience we could, the Circumſtances 
that divide us, where we are divided, 
Lovs might perhaps find Means of 
Un1on, at preſent unthought of by 
moſt. Or in the mean Time, our 
worſhipping in difterent Places under 
different Forms, might be no more 
pernicious to the Peace and Proſperi- 
ty of the Church, than our worſhip- 
ing in difterent Places according to 
the /ame Ritual; which the greateſt 
imaginable Uniformity cannot poſſi- 
bly prevent, till we all come to the 
General Aſſembly, and join the innu- 
merable Multitude that ſurround the 
Throne of the Lamb, in that Celeſti- 
al Temple, to which, with all the 
People of Gop below, we daily 
aſpire. 

To this bleſſed End, I truſt thro' 
Divine Grace, our Prayers, our Diſ- 
courſes, our Writings, and our Ex- 
amples will ſtill be tending; and 
bleſſed be Gop, that there are fo 

a 2 many 
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many excellent Perſons in both Com- 
munions, whoſe Hands and Hearts 
are joining with ours, in the Proſe- 
cution of it. May their Numbers, 
their Zeal, and their Charity, be 
daily growing! And may Gon eſta- 
bliſh your Health, Dear Sir, which 
is now in ſo tender a State, that You 
may long be capable of bearing your 
important Part in ſo noble a Work; 
that the Pariſh in which You labour, 
or ſome other that may afford You a 
yet larger Sphere of Uſefulneſs, may 
be happy to diſtant Years in your 
edifying Sermons, and in thoſe pri- 
vate Inſtructions which You are, 
with ſo exemplary, and, Oh! that 
I could not ſay, with ſo uncommon 
a Zeal, adding to thoſe which You 
addreſs to them from the Pulpit ! Be 
aſſured, Sir, that no Man living can 
more ſincerely rejoice. in the Accep- 
tance of your Labours, and particu- 
larly in that great and general Ad- 
miration in which your pious and 

excel- 
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excellent Contemplations are ſo juſtly 
held, by Perſons of almoſt every 
Rank and Genius, Education and 
Profeſſion; ſo that the warmeſt 
Friendſhip can hardly dictate a higher 
Wiſh relating to them, than that 
they may be as uſeful, as they are 
delightful, to all your Readers. 

As for the Sermon, with which I 
here preſent You, it was preach- 
ed near Twenty Years ago, and 
has long lain by me tranſcribed 
among ſeveral others, which I have 
prepared for the Preſs, that if ſurvi- 
ving Friends ſhould defire it, they 
may be offered to the World after 
my Death. It is now publiſhed at 
the importunate Requeſt of a worthy 
Member of the Eſtabliſhed Church, 
to whom in the Intimacy of our 
Friendſhip it had been communica- 
ted, and who has himſelf been very 
deeply impreſſed with. the Repreſen- 
tation of the important Truths which 


are handled in it. My Obligations 


to 
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to him, and my Regard for his Judg- 


ment, would not permit me to diſ- 


pute ſuch a Point with him: And I 
was the more ready to comply with 
his Deſire, as ſomething of a peculi- 
ar Bleſſing ſeemed to attend the Diſ- 
courſe, when delivered from the Pul- 
pit; and that to ſuch a Degree, as 
I do not know to have been equalled 
by any other Sermon I ever preached. 
This encourages me to hope, that 
plain as it is, and deſtitute of almoſt 


every Charm that might recommend 


it to a modern Taſte, the Peruſal of 
it may be uſeful towards promoting 


the great End of the Chriſtian Mini- 


ry); which undoubtedly is, to bring 


Men to a proper Application to that 
compallionate Saviour whoſe over- 
flowing Goodneſs is here celebrated, 
and by that Means to lead them to 
every Grace and Virtue, as the genu- 
ine Fruit of Faith, and of that Love 
which will naturally be connected 

with it. I will not call this, 2 
| grand 
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grand Secret of reforming the World; 
for bleſſed: be Go, it is not a Secret; 
but it is the mighty Inſtrument, 
which Divine Mercy has put into 
the Hands of the Miniſters of Ixsus, 
to accompliſh Ends which all the 
Wiſdom of antient and modern Phi- 
loſophers has attempted in vain ; and 
God is to this Day bearings Teſtimony 
to the Word of his Grace. Ves, Dear 
Sir, I will never be aſhamed to con- 
feſs it, that I have the Joy to ſee in 
your Aſſemblies and in ours, that 
where theſe Doctrines are faithfully 
and effectually preached, they riſe, 
like the warm Beams of the Sun on 
the Face of the Earth, benumbed by 
the Rigour of Winter; and call forth 
into Verdure, Beauty and Fragrancy, 
a Thouſand excellent Productions, 
the very Seeds of which would other- 
wiſe have periſhed. Renew, my 
worthy Friend, the Ardor of your 
Prayers, that he GOD of the Spi- 
rits of all Fleſh may every where 


excite 
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excite a Multitude of enlightened 
and animated Witneſſes, to theſe vi- 
tal Truths of his Everlaſting Goſpel ; 
and that His Bleſſing may attend 
every Effort for the Advancement of 
this Sacred Cauſe; and particularly, 
that it may, notwithſtanding all its 
Imperfections, attend this humble 
Attempt, from the Hand of, 


Reverend and Dear SIR, 
Your Affectionate Brother 
in the Work of the Chriſtian Miniſtry, 


and ever faithful Friend and Servant, 


Northampton, 
Sept. 18. 1748. 


P. Doddridge. 
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CAHRIST's Invitation to 


thirſty Souls. 


* ”—— = 


JohN vii. 37. 


In the laſt Day, that great Day of 
the Feaſt, FESUS flood and cried, 
faying, If any Man thirſt, let him 
come unto Me and drink. 


IF LL the Words of our bleſſed 
2&9) REDEEMER deſerve our very 
8s ſerious Regard ; for, his Ene- 
mies themſelves being Judges, 
| Never Man ſpake as he did (a). 
But there is ſomething in the Words now 
before us, which may juſtly challenge a pe- 
culiar Attention ; as they were not ſpoken 
in ordinary Converſe, or to-a little Circle of. 
domeſtick Friends, but delivered in the 
Temple, with a loud Voice, on a ſolemn 

B + Day, 

(a) Ver. 46. 
. 8 . 


+» 
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Day, and in the Midſt of a very numerous 
Aſſembly. On the laſt Day, that great Day 
of the Feaſt, JESUS flood and cried, or 
made Proclamation, ſaying, If any Man 


thirſt let him come unto Me and drink. 


IT is plain from the ſecond Verſe, that 
the Feaſt here ſpoken of is the Feaſt of Ta- 
bernacles ; which was inſtituted in Comme- 
moration of Gop's giving the Law to Iſrael, 
and conducting them through the Wilder- 
neſs, where they dwelt in Tents (b). The 
Feaſt laſted eight Days : Moſt of the former 
of them were ſpent in Tabernacles or Ar- 
bors made up of Branches of the moſt ſhady 
Trees, and adorned with the fineſt Flowers 
and Fruits which that delightful Country af- 
forded in the Month of September. It is not 
improbable but on all theſe Days the pious 
Worſhippers would ſometimes quit theſe 
pleaſant Retreats, to attend the Services of 
the Temple: But it was the expreſs Com- 
mand of Gop that the whole e:ghth Day 
ſhould be ſpent there, that being @ holy Con- 
⁊ecation (c), on which, beſides other Inſti- 
tutions then to be attended, the whole Law 
was to be read over in the Audience of all 


the People, from the Original Copy which 


was laid up in the Holy of Holies (d). This 
was the laſt Day, that great Day of. the 
Fecft, which the Evangeliſt mentions in the 


Words before us. 1 Tur 


(b) Lev. xxiii. 42, 43. (e) Lev. XX111. 36. 
d) Deut. xx3i, 103i. * 
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Tun Jeuiſb Writers aſſure us (e), that 
towards the latter End of their Common- 
wealth, they had a peculiar Ceremony on 
this Day, to which our Lo RD may probably 
here refer. After they had ſurrounded the 
Altar ſeven Times, with Palm Branches in 
their Hands, and Hoſanna's of Praiſe, ſome 
of the Levites uſed to pour out, in the Court 
of the Temple, a conſiderable Quantity of 
Water, drawn from the Fountain of Siloam ; 
the People in the mean Time ſinging thoſe 
Words of Jaiab, With Joy ſhall they draw 
Mater out of the Wells of Salvation (f). It 
is very probable they did this, as a Token 


of their Expectation and Deſire of the Meſ- 


ſiah's Appearance; who was to ſprinkle many 
Nations (g), to pour Water on him that was 
thirſty, and Floods upon the dry Ground h). 
Ir was probably during the Time of this 
Ceremony, or immediately after it, that our 
Lorp flood up, perhaps on ſome Eminence, 
(as the Prieſt, who made this Libationdid) (i), 
and cried, or proclaimed, with a loud and 
diſtinct Voice, theſe gracious and important 
Words, If any Man thirſt let him come unto 
Me and drink. g. d. You all believe the 
«© Promiſes of the Meſſiah, and you have 
invented this Rite as a Token that you 
expect his Coming, and long for the 

Ra « Effu- 


te) Talm. Track. Chill. ap Trem. in Loc. () Iſa. xii. 3. 
(g) Ia. lii. 15. (h]) Iſa. xliii. 3. 
(1) Reland. Antiq. Heb. iv. C. 6. 
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© be beſtowed. Behold in me the Perſon 


theſe Words, when he ſays, ver. 39. This 
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« Effufion of the Spirit, which is then ta 


% whom you profeſs ſo eagerly to expect. 


He that beheveth in me, as the Scripture 


e beth in Effect ſaid in many Places (K), (or 
* he who has that Faith in me which the 
ce Scripture requires) out of bis Belly ſhall 
« flow Rivers of Living Water, i.e. he ſhall 
*© receive the Communications of the Spirit, 
ein ſuch abundant Degrees, as ſhall not on- 
<< ly berefreſhing to himſelf, but ſhall ren- 
e der him capable of adminiſtring, in the 
<« freeſt and moſt plentiful Manner, to the 
«© Comfort and Edification of others, So 
e richly ſhall he be furniſhed with its Gifts 
* and Graces, that ſpiritual Inſtruftions and 
* Conſolations ſhall flow from him (I), like 
© Water from a Fountain, which branches 
* itſelf out into mighty Rivers,” Thus the 
Evangeliſt himſelf teaches us to expound 


he ſpake of the Spirit which they who believed 


on him ſhould receive. * ip 
Our Lokp ſpeaks of the Spirit here: But 
we mult remember that it is not in an ab- 
ſtrated 


(*) For I don't apprehend with Mr. F3:i/fon that our Lord 
refers to ſome Paſſage that is loſt. | 
(1) Out af his Belly, z. e. from within—here from the 
Soul. Comp. Fob xv. 35. Their Belly, i. e. Mind prepareth 
Deceit. Job xx, 20. He ſhall not feel Quietneſs in his Belly, 
i. e. his Conſcience, Prov. xx. 27. The Candle of the Lord 
Hearcheth the inward Parti of the Belly, i. e. Mind. Bid. 
ver. 30. Stripes cleanſe the inward Parts of the Belly, i, e. 
Afflictions may be the Means of purifying the Soul. 


ſtracted View, as ſeparate from, but as in 
Conjunction with, the other Bleſſings of his 
Goſpel, and as preparatory to a State of Eter- 
nal Happineſs. d therefore theſe Words 
in which the bleſſed Jeſus expreſſeth his 
Ability and Readineſs to beſtow the Spirit, 
do evidently imply that he is both able and 
willing to impart all the Bleſſings of his 
Goſpel, to all thoſe who do ſincerely deſire 
them ; and this without any Exception. A 
glorious Truth! The Epitome of the Goſpel, 
and the Hope and Life of our Souls ! Which 
in an humble Dependance on Divine Influ- 
ences I ſhall now endeavour to illuſtrate and 
confirm, I will, 


I. Snrw you that the Springs of the moſt 
valuable Bleſſings are in CHRIST. 

II. Prove that he is not as a Fountain 
ſealed, but diffuſes theſe Streams with 
a Divine Freedom, and in the richeſt 
Abundance, for the Relief of every 
thirſty Soul. 

III. I sHALL add ſome practical Reflec- 
tions. 


I. I Am to ſhew you, that the Springs of 
the moſt valuable Bleſſings are in 
CHRIST ; ſo that he. is abundantly able 
to-refreſh the thirſty Soul. 

My Brethren, I may ſay in the Name of 

my great Maſter, as was faid to 77 ac! of old, 

ö Oper 


> 
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Open thy Mouth wide and I will fill it (m). 
Extend your Deſires to the utmoſt Bounda- 
ries, that are conſiſtent with Reaſon, and 
Piety, and from him you may receive the 
moſt copious Supply; for he is able to do ex- 
ceedingly abundantly above what we can aſe or 
think (n). F 

I wiLL not enlarge on the general Proof 
of this fundamental Truth, which ſo often 
occurs. I will not ſpeak particularly of 
the Fulneſs of Gadhead which dwells in 
him bodily (o); nor of that communicated 
Fulneſs which is treaſured up in him as Man 
and Mediator, by the Pleaſure of the Fa- 
ther (p), of which we have all received even 
Grace for Grace, i. e. an Abundance of 
Grace (q). I aim, in my preſent Diſcourſe, 
not ſo much at enlightening the Underſtand- 
ing in the Evidence of a Doctrine fo univer- 
ſally allowed amongſt all profeſſing Chriſti- 
ans; as at affecting your Heart, and my 
con, with a Senſe of what, even while we 
acknowledge, we are all ſo prone to forget. 

Lr me entreat you then to reflect, on 
this Occaſion, what are thoſe Bleſſings which 
a rational Soul would moſt eagerly deſire, 
moſt ardently thirſt after. You will imme- 
diately reply, if you know Gop and your- 
ſelves, © We are gui/fy Creatures, and we 
need a Pardon; ſo need it, as to be for 

: © ever 


(m] Pal. Ixxxi. 10. n) Eph. iii. 20. (o) Col. ii. 9. 
(p) Col. i. 19. (q) John i. 16. | 
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«.ever- undone without it. We are natu- 
« rally indigent. and dependent, and we need 
« an Intereſt in the conſtant paternal 
« Care of the great Author of our Being. 
We are polluted, weak and diſconſolate, 
« and we need the Energy of the Divine 
« Spirit, to purify, to ſtrengthen, and to 
te revive us. We are zumortal Creatures, 
« on the Borders of the Grave, through 
« which we are ſhortly to enter on the 
« Eternal World; and therefore we need, 
« and cannot but earneſtly defire an Inte- 
« reſt in that future and unchangeable Hap- 
«. pineſs.”” My Friends, if this be your 
Judgment, it is according to Truth; may 
theſe Deſires be continually growing in your 
Souls! for, be the Thirſt ever ſo impatient, 
the Streams which flow from this Living 


Fountain are abundantly ſufficient to re- 
lieve it. 


1. Do you thirſt for the Pardon of Sin? 
From the LoRD JESsuSs CnrIsT you may 
receive a Supply. | 

INCONSIDERABLE as this may ſeem to the 
careleſs Sinner, whoſe Eyes are ſleeping the 
Sleep of Death, to the enlightened Soul it can- 
not but appear of infinite Importance, When 
once Convictions take hold of the Heart, when 
the ſacred Law of the Eternal Gop is thrown 
open in all its Extent and all its Purity; and 
Conſcience charges .us with our Violations of 


it; 
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it; when that awful Hand appears to write 
Tekel againſt us, Thou art wwerghed in the Ba- 
lance and found wanting, no wonder if Trem- 
bling and Aſtoniſhment ſeize us; no won- 
der if even our Joints are lboſed, and our 
Knees ſmite one againſt another (r); when an- 
gry Omnipotence appears, as it were, riſing 
againſt us in all its Terrors, and Hell ſeems 
to open its Mouth to devour us. Well may 
other Cares and Paſſions be loſt in this, as 
the Ruſtling of a Leaf in the Report of 
Thunder. Accordingly the awakened Sin- 
ner is repreſented as enquiring, not after a 
Bleſſing out of the Com- floor and the Wine- 
preſs, not ſaying, What ſhall T eat and what 
ſhall I drink, and wherewithal ſhall T be clotb- 
ed, but as poſſeſſed by other Thoughts, 
which now appear of infinitely greater Mo- 
ment, Wherewith ſhall I come before the 
LORD, and bow myſelf before the moſt high 
GOD. He is repreſented as willing, if 
poſſible, to purchaſe a Pardon, not only at 
the Expence of the moſt coſtly Offerings, 
with Thouſands of Rams and ten Thouſands of 
Rivers of Oil, were they at his Diſpoſe, but 
with a Sacrifice abundantly more precious 
than theſe ; Shall Igive, ſays he, my Fir/t-born 
for my Tranſgreſſion, the Fruit of my Body for 
the Sin of my Soul (s). David ſpeaks of {hd 
ſelf as thirfting for Pardon, when he ſays, 
under a Senſe of Guilt, Whilft I kept filence 


my 


| (r) Dan. vi. 26. (s) Mic. vi. 6, 7. 
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* my Bones waxed old, through my Roaring all 


the Day long ; for Day and Night thy Hand 
was heavy upon me, my Moiſture was turned 
into the Drought of Summer (t). It was like 
an invenomed Arrow ſhot into his Soul, 


the Poiſon of which diffuſed itſelf through 


all his Veins, and even drank up the vital 


Spirits. 

Now if any of you have felt, or do now 
feel, this raging Thirſt, if you experiment- 
ally know that Reſtleſneſs of Mind which is 
the inſeparable Attendant of ſuch a Circum- 
ſtance, it muſt be Matter of Joy to hear 


that the Bleſſed Jrsvus can allay theſe eager 


Deſires, can ſweetly compoſe the Soul in 
the Midſt of theſe painful Agonies, by that 


Blood f Sprinkling which ſpeaks better Things 


than the Blood of Abel (u). We are expreſs- 
ly told, that zn him we have Redemption 
through his Blood, even the Forgiveneſs of our 
Sins (w); that GOD hath exalted him to be à 
Prince and a Saviour, to give Repentance 
and Remiſſion of Sins (x); and that by him we 
may be juſtified, not only from the {lighter 
Irregularities of Life, but from the greateſt 
Enormities of it, even from all thoſe Things 


from which wwe could not be juſtified by the 


Law of Moſes (y); for which that Diſpen- 
lation appointed no expiatory Sacrifices, but 
con- 


(t) Pfal. xxxii. 3, 4. (u) Heb. xii. 24. (W) Eph. i. 7. 
(x) Ads v. 31, 1 2 AQts xiii. 39. | 


10 Cunls 1's Invitation 


condemned the Offender to die without Mer- 
cy (2). 


2. Do you thirſt for the Fawur of 


GOD? Our Lord jJr:sus CHRIST is able to 
introduce you to it. 


IT is moſt evident, that this is in its own 


Nature infinitely defirable; and when the 
Eyes of a Man's Underſtand: "g are enlightened, 


it 
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will undoubtedly appear ſo. And is 
there,” will he immediately cry out, © is 
there indeed a Being of infinite Perfection 
and Glory, the overflowing eternal Foun- 
tain of Ha ppineſs: And will he commu— 
nicate of bimſelf to mortal and to ſinful 
Creatures? Will he not only ſheath the 


flaming Sword of his Vengeance, but ex- 


tend the Golden Sceptre of his Grace? 
Will he not only ſign the Pardon of ſuch 
ungrateful Rebels, but even adopt them 
into the Number of his Children? How 
does my Soul long to look upwards, and 
call him my Father] Happy Creatures, 
whom he admits into ſuch a Relation ! 


to whom he reveals himſelf under ſo en- 


dearing a Character | Happy Creatures in- 
deed, that can go out, and come in, that can 
lie down, and riſe up, under the Impreſſion 
of this glorious tranſporting Thought, Gop 
is evcr {urrounding us with his favourable 
Pre- 

(2) Heb. x. 28. 
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<< Preſence, is ever with us as a Father and 
« a Friend! Oh that this Happineſs were 
« mine! How rich ſhould I be in ſuch a 
Portion, though I were ſtripped of my 
<« earthly All, and ſent out hungry and hard- 
« by Beſtead, to ſeek my Bread in deſolate 
« Places ! Let unthinking Wretches ſay, 
% Who will ſhew us any temporal Good ; but 
« While I have a Voice to expreſs, and a 
« Soul to form a Deſire, this ſhall be its 
„Language, LORD, hf? thou up the Light 
* of thy Countenance upon me (a)! 

Tuls, my Friends, is the Tendency of 
the Soul to its proper Center; and as it is of 
all others the moſt natural, ſo in a ſanctifi- 
ed Heart it is of all others the moſt forcible 
and lively. Therefore this Kind of Deſires 
is repreſented in Scripture, by the moſt 
cager and impatient ii, even that of a 
hunted Deer after refreſhing Streams (b) : 
As the Hart panteth after the Water-Brooks, 


fo panteth my Soul after thee, O GOD : My 


Soul thirſteth for GO D, for the Living 
GOD, when ſhall I come and appear before 
GOD! And elſewhere, My Soul thir/teth 


for GOD; my Fleſh lmgeth for thee, as 


in a dry and thirſly Land, where no Water 
7s (Cc): © The thirſty Pilgrim cannot long 
more for cooling Streams, when parched 
* up in a ſandy Defart, than I for thee.” 
Nay, the Ardor of his Deſire is repre- 
C.2 ſented 

(a) Pfal. iv. 6, 7. (b) Pal. xlii. 1, 2. (c) Pfal. Ixiii. 1, 2. 
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ſented as extorting a paſſionate Cry, My 
Heart and my Fleſh crieth out for the Living 
GOD (d). 

D o you, my Friends, feel any ſuch holy 
Breathings ? Can you adopt theſe pathetick 
Words of David, as expreſſive of the inward 
Sentiments of your Soul? Bleſſed be Gop, 
they are not hopeleſs Deſires ? The Lord 
Jrsus CHRIST is the ſacred Channel, through 
which the Waters of Life flow, from the 
Everlaſting, inexhauſtible Fountain ! It was 
the very Buſineſs which he came into the 
World about, toeſtabliſha Friendſhip between 
Gop and his apoſtate Creatures. Therefore 
we are expreſsly told, that GOD hath made 
ws accepted in the Beloved (e): And our Lord 
aſſures us, that he can introduce us to ſo 
great an Intimacy with him, that it may 
properly be ſaid, that he even dwells in our 
Souls: F any Man love me, he will keep my 
Mord; and my Father will Isve him, and we 
will come unto him, and make our Abode with 


him (f). 


3. Do you thirſt for the Communications 
of the Spirit? The Lord IESUs CHRIST can 
abundantly relieve you. | 

AREyou ſenſible of thoſe Pollutions, which 


have overſpread your Souls, and have ſullied 


the original Beauties of them? Are you 
mourning over g Law in your Members, which 
WA s 
d) Pſal. Ixxxiv. 2. (e) Eph. i.G. (f) John xiy. 23. 
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wars againſt that of your Minds (g)? Are 
you complaining of the Weakneſs of your 
degenerate Natures, that when 70 will is pre- 


ſent with you, how to perform that which is 


good you find not (h)? Are gloomy Appre- 


henſions arifing in your Minds in Conſe- 
quence of ſuch Diſorders ? Do you tremble 
under the Fears of Divine Diſpleaſure, al- 
ready ſuſpeCting the Safety of your State, or 
fearing leſt you ſhould loſe what you have 
attained ? It is evident you need the Influ- 
ences of the Spirit, whoſe Office it is to pu- 
rify, to invigorate, and to chear the Soul. 
Now it is from the Lord Jesus CHRIST 
that this Spirit is to be communicated, and 
therefore it is called the Supply of the Spirit 
of FESUS CHRIST (i); and it is ſaid, that 

of his Fulneſs we have all received, even Grace 


for Grace, as I before obſerved. And for 


this very Reaſon, becauſe the Spirit was 
purchaſed by his Blood, 1s treaſured up in 
his Hand, and diſpenſed by him; all the 


bleſſed Operations produced by his Agen- 


cy are aſcribed to CHRIST, by whom 


it is declared that the Soul is ſanctified, 
ſtrengthened, and comforted. CHRIST 
of GOD is made unto us Sanctiſication (K). 
{, ſays the Apoſtle, can do all Things through 
CHRIST that ftrengtheneth me (I). Our 
Confolations absund through CHRIST (m). 

It 


(g) Rom. vii. 23. (h) Rom. vii. 18. (i) Phil. i. 19. 
1 \ 2 * = * 9 
(<} I Cor. i. 30. (]) Phil, iv. 13. (m) 2 Cor. i. 5. 
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It was the more proper and neceſſary to in- 


ſiſt on this, as the Text doth ſo immediate- 
ly relate to the Supplies of the Spirit. 


Do you thirſt for the Toys and Glories 
of The Heavenly World? The Lord Jesvs 
CHRIST is able to relieve you. 

ONE would think, it were abſolutely im- 
poſſible to believe them, and not ardently 
to deſire a Share in them. One would think, 
that when we have been taking the moſt 
tranſient Survey of the Land of Promiſe, as 
delineated in the Word of Gop, we ſhould 
immediately cry out, as Moſes in the Views 
of an Earthly,Ganaan (n), I pray thee let me 
go over, dard that pleaſant Land which is 
beyond Jordan, even that goodly Mountain and 
Lebanon. It is delightful to view it from 
hence; but Oh, when ſhall I enter upon 
« it! When ſhall I taſte thoſe Pleaſures of 
* which I now hear, and drink of thoſe 
<« refreſhing Streams which ſhine ſo beauti- 
ful in the diſtant Profpect.” Ve, fays 
the Apoſtle, who are in this J. abernacle, do 
groan being burthened, not that we may be 
unclothed, but clothed upon, that Mortality 
may be ſwallowed up of Life (o). And if we 
are thus thirſting for expected Glory, to 
whom ſhould we go but to that RE DEEM- 
ER, who has the Words of Eternal Life (p). 
He is the Lord of both Worlds, and Heaven 


as 
(n) Deut. iii. 25. lo 2 Cor. v. 4. (p) John vi. 68, 
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as well as Earth is ſubject to his Command. 
All Power is given unto bim, both in Hea- 
ven and upon Earth q). Let him but give 
forth the Sovereign Word, and the golden 
Gates, the everlaſting Doors, (hall be lifted 
up to admit us, and a Throne of Glor 
erected, radiant and exalted as he ſhall or- 
dain. He therefore ſpeaks of it as his pecu- 
liar Office, and certain Care, to prepare Seats 
and Abodes of Felicity for his People, in 
the inviſible World, and at length to tran- 
ſlate them thither. I» my Father's Houſe 
are many Manſions : If it were not fo, I would 
have told you: I go to prepare a Place for you : 
And if I go and prepare a Place for you, I will 
come again, and receive you to myſelf, that 
where I am there you may be alſo (r). 

I nor this may be ſufficient to prove, 
that the Lord JESUS CHRISAH is able to ſa- 
tisfy the moſt important Deſires of the Soul, 
and to allay its moſt eager Thirſt for the 
Pardon of Sin, the Favour of Gop, 
the Communications of the Spirit, and the 
Happineſs of the Future State. It is true,” 
will the humble Soul ſay, „I firmly believe 
* the Springs of the moſt valuable Bleſſings 
are in him; but have I any Encourage- 
“ment to hope, that he will open thei for 
e the Relief of ſo mean, and ſo unworth 


« a Creature as Il?” This is the Buſineſs of 
my Second General, ve. 


II. 10 


(q) Matt. xxviii, 19. (r) John xiv, 2, 3. 
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II. To prove, that the Lord IEsus is 
willing to communicate of theſe Living 
Streams with a Divine Freedom, for 
the Refreſhment of every humble Soul 
who ſincerely thirſts after them. 

BLESSED be Gop, there is a Cloud of 
Witneſſes to atteſt a Truth in which our 
Hopes for Time and for Eternity are ſo nearly 
concerned, I appeal to the Invitations, to 
the Spirit, to the Tears, to the Blood of the 
great REDEEMER, and to the Experience 
of every pious Soul in Heaven and on Earth, 


1. LET the Invitations of CHRIST wit- 

neſs, that he is ready to relieve thirſty Souls. 
THe Goſpel-Times are deſcribed in the 
Prophetick Writings, as Times of extraordi- 
nary Plenty, in which the moſt nouriſhing 
and delightful Provifion ſhould be offered to 
all, in the moſt generous and liberal Man- 
ner. Ho, every one that thirſteth, come ye to the 
Waters, and he that hath no Money ; come ye, 
buy Wine and Milk without Money and with- 
out Price (s). And if we look into the Hi- 
ſtory of the Evangeliſts, we ſhall ſee the Pro- 
phecy accompliſhed in its fulleſt Extent. 
For we ſhall there find our Bleſſed Rx- 
' DEEMER Publiſhing the free and unlimited 
Offers of his Grace, to all that were willing to 
accept it. You cannot be Strangers to the 
Paſ- 

(s) Ifa. lv. 1. 
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Paſſages I refer to : Come unto me all ye that 
labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
Reſt (t): Him that cometh unto me, I will in 
no wiſe, or on no Account whatſoever, caſt 
out (u): And in the Text tis proclaimed, 
before the moſt numerous Aſſembly, on a 
moſt publick Occaſion, F any Man thirſt, let 
him come unto me and drink. Can any Invi- 
tation be more general, more intelligible, 
more affecting, than theſe ? Hardly ſhould 
we have imagin'd it poſſible, unleſs we had 
in ſome Reſpects ſeen yet more pathetick 
Declarations than even thoſe I have now re- 
cited. Yes, my Friends, our Lord Jesus 
Cnxr1sT knew the Weakneſs of our Minds, 
and ſeems to have been aware of a fooliſh 
Scruple which might poſſibly ariſe in them. 
We might, perhaps, have been ready to ſay, 
** The Bleſſed Jesus was indeed in a ſurpri- 
ning Degree tender and compaſſionate, 
W whilſt he dwelt on Earth, and was him- 
< ſelf ſurrounded with all the innocent In- 
e firmities of our Nature: But can we be 
* ſure, that he retains the ſame overflowing 
© Tenderneſs now he is returned to the Re- 
s gions of Glory, and ſurrounded with all 
« the Dignity and Pleaſure of fo exalted a 
<« Station, and all the Employments which 
attend ſo high an Adminiſtration ?”? To 
obviate even this Suſpicion, ungrounded as 
it is, he has been pleaſed, ſince his Aſcen- 
D ſion 

(t) Mat, xi. 28, (u) John vi. 37. | 
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fion and Exaltation, to fend us repeated 
Meſlages of Love ; and he ſpeaks from the 
Throne of his Glory in as condeſcending 
and endearing Language, as he ever appears 
to have uſed in his humbleſt Abaſement. 
And to awaken our Attention, and to con- 
firm our Faith, he introduces the Declara- 
tion with a very ſolemn Preface, of which 
the beloved Diſciple takes Care to give us a 
particular Account, He ſaid unto me, Write, 
g. d. Let it be recorded for the Inſtruction 
and Conſolation of the remoteſt Ages; for 
theſe Wyrds which I am now about to utter 
are true and faithful, and therefore may be 
entirely depended upon, as the F 4 
of the moſt chearful Confidence. And what 
are theſe important Words? Aud He ſaid, It is 
done: The great Work is now accompliſh- 
ed, the Redemption is compleat : I am the 
Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the 
End, whoſe Nature and Promiſes are for ever 
the ſame ; and in Conſequence; of all this, 7 
will giue to him that is athir/t, of the Foun- 
tain of: the Water of Life freely (w). To the 
fame Purpoſe are thoſe remarkable Words 
in the next Chapter, ſo near the Cloſe of 
the Canon of Scripture, I FE SUS have 
ent mine Angel, or Meſſenger, to teftify theſe 
Things unto the Churches, as Things in which 
all the Churches are moſt intimately con- 
cerned ; and to give the greater Weight to 


them, 


) Rev. xxi. 5, 6. 
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chem, let it be remembered, 7 am rhe Rook 


and the Off-fpring of David, and the bright 
and Morning Star. And obſerve, whither 
ſo pompous an Introduction tends, and where 
it centers: The Spirit and the Bride ſay, 


Come: An let him that heareth ſay, Come; for 
Whoever he be, he may join in proclaiming 


the Invitation: Let him that is athirft, come; 
and whoſoever will, let him take of the Water of 
Life freely (x). My Brethren, had our 
LoxD allowed us, as it were, to chuſe for our- 
ſelves, and to dictate to him in what Words 
he ſhould expreſs himſelf to us, to filence 


every Doubt, and to baniſh every Fear, I 


cannot imagine that we could have found 
any more expreffive Form of Speech than 
this, N hoſer ver wrll, let him come, and take of 

the Water of 15 freely. And can we ſuſ- 

pect, that the Lord of Truth and of Glory 
would fpeak a Language foreign to his 
Heart? that he would mock and delude 
unhappy Mortals with infincere Propofals 
and airy Hopes ? That be far from him, 
and the Thought be far from us! Hath he 
Spoken, and ſhall he not do it? Hath he promiſed, 


and. ſhall be not make it good ? But further, 


2, Lx the Spirit of CuRrIsT witneſs his 
Readineſs to relieve thirſty Souls. 
I xnow, there is a great deal of Difference 
between the common Operations of the Spi- 
D 2 | rit 
(x) Rev. xxii. 16, 15. 
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rit on the Minds of thoſe who continue ob- 
ſtinate and impenitent, and thoſe ſpecial In- 
fluences by whi ich he ſweetly but powerful- 
ly ſubdues the Hearts of thoſe who are choſen 
in CHRIS 175 SUS before the Founda- 
tion of the World. Yet I am perſuaded, that 
none to whom the Goſpel —.— are utterly 
neglected by that Sacred Agent. "Tis ob- 
ſervable to this Purpoſe, that Stephen charges 
it upon the Fews, that they and their Fa- 
thers 4 always reſiſted he Holy G * 
Now this Charge of ref/ting Ln lainly 
ſuppoſeth, that he had ſtill been „riving 
with them; for if there had been no At- 
tempt on the one Hand, there could have 
been no Reſiſtance on the other. If then 
the Spirit of Gop wrought in ſome Degree 
on all the Jews, throughout every Age and 
Period of their State, it ſeems highly reaſon- 
able to believe, that he works on thoſe who 


enjoy the Goſpel now ; fince this Diſpenſa- 


tion, with ſpecial Reference to the extraordi- 


nary Effuſions of the Holy Ghoſt, is called 


by the Apoſtle, The Law of the Spirit of 
Life nCHRIST FESUS (zj. 


For the farther Confirmation of this, I 
queſtion not, but I might appeal to the Ex- 
perience of every one that hears me this Day. 
Surely none of you that are come to Years 


of Diſcretion, have always been unaffected 
with Divine Things. Some Impreſſions 


have 
00 Acts vil. 5 1. (2 Dow viii. 2. 
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have been made, ſome Convictions awaken- 
ed, ſome Purpoſes formed : And in all theſe 
Inſtances Gop is drawing you, and the Spi- 
rit ſays, Come. Now, as the Spirit ope- 
rates under the Direction of the Lord IESusS 
Cur1sT; theſe Calls of the Spirit are to be 
conſidered, as Evidences of that Readineſs in 
CHR1sT to beſtow the Bleſſings of the Go- 


ſpel, which I am now endeavouring to 
prove. 


3. LET the Tears of CyRIsT witneſs his 
Readineſs to relieve thirſty Souls. 

Ir we have not ſome very inveterate Su- 
ſpicion of a Perſon's Inſincerity and Artifice, 
we readily believe, that his Heart is touched 
when we ſee the Tears flow from his Eyes. 
Behold then he Tears of a REDEEMER over 
periſhing Souls, and judge by them of the 
Compaſſions of his Heart | You know that 
celebrated Inſtance, when He beheld Jeruſa- 
lem and wept over it q). Our Lo RD was then 
in a triumphant Proceſſion, attended by Ac- 
clamations of the People, who were ſhout- 
ing Hoſanna to the Son of David: And as for 
Jeruſalem, which he beheld from the Mount 
of Olives, it was a City polluted with enor- 
mous Crimes, and the Abode of his moſt 


implacable Enemies, who were then actual- 
ly conſpiring his Murther, which he knew 


they would in a few Days effect. Juſtly 


might 
(a) Luke xix. 41. 
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he have triumphed in that approach - 
ing Ruin, which he knew a righteons God 
would bring upon them, for that as well as 
their other Provocations. But behold his 
Compaſſion ! Inſtead of inſulting, he weeps 
over them, and ſays, N thou hadft known, 
even thou, in this thy Day, which even yet 
is continued, th» Things that belong to thy 
Peace but now they are hid From thine 
Eyes. The natural broken Language of ge- 
nuine and overflowing Sorrow ! Surely no- 
thing can be more melting, than ſuch Tears, 
falling from 2 oh Eyes, and in ſuch Circum- 
flances. if our LoRÞ could not give 
up the eien Sinners of Jeruſalem with- 
out weeping over them, ſurely he will not 
deſpiſe the humble and penitent Soul, who 
is, perhaps with Tears, ſeeking his Favour, 
and flying to His Grace as his only Refuge. 


4. LET the Blood of CurIsT witneſs, 
that he is ready to impart the Bleſſings of 
his Goſpel. 

Tun Tears of our bleſſed REDEEMER 
muſt needs be convincing and affecting, if 
the Mind be not ſunk into an almoſt incre- 
dible Stupidity ; but hs Blood is ſtill more 
ſo. View him, my Brethren, not only in 
the previous Scenes of his Abafement, His 
Deſcent from Heaven, and his Abode on 
Earth; but view him on Mount Cakoary, 
1 extended on the Croſs, torn with Thorns, 

wounded 


in each of 
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wounded with Nails, pierced with a Spear ; 
and then ſay, whether there be not a Voice 
theſe facred Wounds, which 
loudly proclaims the Tenderneſs of his Heart, 
and demonſtrates, beyond all Poffibility of 
Diſpute or Suſpicion, his Readineſs to re- 
lieve the diſtreſſed Soul, that cries to him 
for the Bleſſings of the Goſpel. He died to 
purchaſe them, not for himſelf, but for us; 
and can it be thought he will be unwilling 
to beſtow them? We may well conclude 
that he loved us, ſince he ſhed his Blood to 
waſh us from our Sins (b): For greater Love 
hath no Man than this, that a Man lay down 
his Life for his Friends (c); but he hath com- 
mended his Love towards us, hath ſet it off 
by this illuſtrious and ſurprizing Circum- 
ſtance, that while we were Strangers and 


Enemies, be hath died for us (d). 


5. LET the Experience of every pious 
Soul, whether on Earth or in Heaven, wit- 
neſs the Readineſs of CHRIS to communi- 
cate the Bleſſings of his Goſpel for the Re- 
lief of thoſe who thirſt for them. 

Courp we lift up our Eyes to the Regi- 
ons of Glory, and count all the happy Spi- 
rits which are arrived there from theſe 
Abodes of Darkneſs and Sorrow, we ſhould 
find in each of them an everlaſting Witneſs, 
and Monument, of the great Truth I am 


now 
(b) Rev. i. 5. e) John xv. 13. (d) Rom. v. 8. 
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now labouring to aſſert. Should we behold 
them in their Robes of Majefty, with their 
golden Crowns, and their victorious Palms, 
and enquire as the Apoſtle did, Who are 
theſe that are clothed in White Robes, and 
from whence do they come? The Anſwer 
would be the fame: Theſe are they who are 
come out of great Tribulation, and they have 
waſhed their Robes, and made them White in 
the Blood of the Lamb(e). They have found 
him both a powerful and a compaſſionate 
Saviour, and therefore they are fixed in a 
State of undecaying Felicity. And ſome of 
them could confeſs even the blackeſt Crimes, 
committed before they were brought to an 
Acquaintance with him ; but they were no 
Bars in the Way of that Grace, which is 
extended and magnified, even to the chief 
of Sinners. 
THE Experience of the Saints in Heaven 
witneffeth this; and the Experience of the 
Saints on Earth doth as it were echo back 
their Teſtimony. Would you have living and 
viſtble Witnefles ? Bleſſed be Gop, they are 
not wanting : I hope, I may add, they are 
not far diſtant ; and with Regard to many of 
you that hear me this Day, I hope and 
truſt, that you have the Witneſs within you. 
I doubt not, but ſeveral in this Aſſembly 
may ſay, As we have heard, ſo have we ſeen and 
Felt: Many a one, that may lay his Hand 
1 on 
(e) Rev. vii. 13, 14. 
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on his Breaſt, and cry out in the Words af 
the Pſalmiſt, This poor Man cried, and the 
- LORD heard him, and delivered him from 
all his Trouble (f), from that which was in- 
comparably more than all the reſt. Op- 
« preſſed with a Burthen of Grief and of 
Fear, I threw myſelf at the Feet of a Re- 
« DEEMER, and he gently raiſed me; he 
* kindly embraced me; he ſmil'd upon my 
ec Soul, and faid, by the Voice of his bleſ- 
« ſed Spirit, Be of good Cheer, thy Sins are 
, forgiven thee,” What can we oppoſe to 
ſuch a Cloud of Witneſſes ? Let us chear- 
fully admit the Evidence. Let us joyfully 

truſt the Power and the Grace of Him, who 
this Day renews his compaſſionate Invita- 
tion, and ſays, and crietb, as in the Text, 
4 any Man thirſt, let bim come unto me and 
ink. 


III. I coxcrupꝝ with a more particular 
Application. 

Ap here I would addreſs myſelf, to 
thoſe who do not yet thirſt after Goſpel- 
Bleflings, to thoſe who are now thirſt- 
ing after them and to thoſe who have 
already received ſome Refreſhment. 


1. LET me apply myſelf to thoſe, who do 
not yet thirſt after the Bleſſings of the 
Goſpel. | 

7 E AND 
f) Pſal. xxxiv. 6. 
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A are there none of that Character 
among you? Are there none in this Aſſem- 


bly, who hear me with Negligence and 
Coldneſs, and know in their own Conſci- 


ence that the Bent of their Deſires and Pur- 


| ſuits is directed quite another Way? My 


Friends, I have a Meſſage from Gop to 
you; and I would intreat you, that you would 


ſuffer your Conſciences to anſwer theſe Two 


Queſtions, plain indeed, but of infinite Im- 
portance. 


CHR1sT offers, worth thirſting for ? 
is not the Time approaching, when, if you 


perſiſt, in your preſent Neglect, you will 
thirſt for them in vain ? 


ARE your Souls ſunk into ſo degenerate 


a Taſte, and are you fo diveſted of the 


common Reaſon of Men, as not to ſee, that 
the Bleſſings propoſed are highly excellent, 
and well worthy the moſt ardent Deſire, 

and the moſt vigorous Purſuit, of every guilty 


yet immortal Creature? Is it not truly de- 


ſireable, that our Guilt ſhould be cancelled, 
that the Diſpleaſure of Gop ſhould be avert- 


ed, and his Favour ſecured ? and that our 


Souls ſhould be purified, ſtrengthened, and 
ſupported by Divine Conſolations now, until 
they are conducted to a State of ever laſting 


Happineſs ? Is it not deſireable, that a Crea- 


ture made for a pe N Duration, ſhould. 


have ſome more ſtable and permanent Hap- 
dineſs than this mortal Life? 


Lou 


Are not the Bleſſings Which 
And 
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You know in your own Conſciences, that 
theſe Things are truly deſirable : And would 
to Gop, you would ſeriouſly compare them 
with thoſe vain Cares, and thoſe ſordid Plea- 
ſures, for the ſake of which you neglect 
and deſpiſe them. How utterly contempti- 
ble would thoſe Cares and Pleaſures appear ! 
How unworthy even of a Mention or a 
Thought, when brought into ſuch a Com- 

pariſon |! 

Bur let me farther enquire, Is not th 
Time approaching, when you will thirſt for 
theſe Bleſſings in vain? You are now inſen- 
ſible of your Need of them, and loſe your- 
ſelves in a Variety of amuſing Dreams, in 
which you fancy you are poſſeſſed of ſome 
confiderable Happineſs. But, wretched Crea- 
tures, in a few Years at moſt Death will 
awaken you ; and then you will know the 
Value of thoſe Bleſſings which you now de- 
ſpiſe; then you will feel an inſatiable "Thirſt 
after them, Your Caſe will then appear 
exactly like that deſcribed by the Prophet, 
As when a hungry Man dreameth, and behold 
he cateth; but he awaketh, and is not ſatisfied ; 
oer as when a thirſly Man dreameth, and behold 
he drinketh, but he awaketh, and behold he 
7s faint, and his Soul hath Appetite (g). The 
Appetites of your Souls after thoſe valuable 
Refreſhments will then be excited ; but, 
alas! they will be excited only to torment 
E 2 you. 

(g) Iſa. xxix. 8. 
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you. It is a moſt melancholy Caſe which is 
repreſented in the Parable, of a poor Crea- 
ture, who, after he had paſſed his Life in 
the Midſt of the moſt oyerflowing Plenty, 
was at length plunged into a State of Indi- 
gence and Miſery, from which he beheld 
Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his Bo- 
ſom; and he cried, ſaying, Father Abraham, 
have Mercy on me, and ſend Lazarus that be may 
dip the Tip of his Finger in Water and cool my 
ongue, for 1 am tormented in this Flame (h). 
It ſeemed a very modeſt Petition ; he could 
hardly have aſked a ſmaller Favour than a 
Drop of Water ; and there ſeemed ſome- 
thing peculiarly mortifying, in receiving it 
from the Finger of Lazarus; and yet you 


know by the Sequel of the Story, that even 
Wis was denied him. 'This is the Repre- 
entation, which our REDEEMER himſelf 
hath given, us of the Condition of Sinners in 
the Eternal World : And will it not be a 
dreadful Condition to you ? eſpecially, when 
aggravated by thoſe Rivers of Living Water 
which once ſurrounded you, and by this 
gracious Proclamation, ſo often repeated, and 
ſo. often deſpiſed ; F any Man thirft, let bim 
come unto me and drink, © | 


ole 


2. I wouLD addreſs, myſelf to thoſe, who 
are now thirſting for the Bleflings of the 
Goſpel. 

T Hopf, 
(bh) Luke xvi. 24, 
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| I HOPE, through Grace, there are ſome 
ſuch amongſt you; ſome, whoſe Thirſt is 
excited by what hath now been ſpoken, and 
are borrowing the Words of David, in a ſub- 
limer Senſe than that in which they were 
originally intended; Oh that one wund give 
me to drink of the Water of the Well of Beth- 
lehem (i) ! Oh that I might taſte of thofe 
delightful Streams, which flow from the 
Rock of Ages! To you, my Friends, I 
would briefly ſay, —— Conſider the Thirft 
you feel as a Token for good, ——and be 
importunate in your Addrefles to Him, who 
is fo able and willing to grant a Supply. 
- You may conſider the Thirſt which you 
feel as a Token for good. The Generality 
of Mankind deſpiſe theſe Bleſſings: And why 
do you defire them? Surely you may conſi- 
der theſe Deſires as of a Heavenly Original. 
It is the Voice of CurIsT, that is now ſpeak- 
ing; it is the Spirit of CHRIisT, that is now 
picacing with your Heart; ſo that I may 
ay to you, as was ſaid to the Blind Man in 
the Goſpel, who was ſo earneſtly begging a 
Cure, Be of good Comfort, riſe, he calleth 
thee (k). What can therefore remain, but 
that you ſhould, immediately apply your- 
ſelves, to him. Go directly, and plead the 
Caſe. with him. Proſtrate thyſelf, Oh hum- 
ble Penitent ; proſtrate thyſelf before his 
Throne, and ay, © Bleſſed. Jesvs, thou 
that 


(i) 2 Sam, xxiij. 15. (k) Mark x. 49. 


30 CurisTs Invitation 
e that knoweſt all Things, knoweſt that I 
&* thirſt after the Bleſſings of thy Goſpel. 
% Thou ſeeſt that I moſt ardently long for 
ce the Pardon of Sin, the Favour of Gop, 
* the Influences of thy Spirit, and the Glo- 
< ries of thine Heavenly Kingdom. I am 
* fully perſuaded, that with Regard to all 
**.theſe' thou art able to do for me abun- 
* dantly above all I can aſk or think. And 
&« wilt thou not relieve me? Wilt thou not 
give me to drink? Wherefore then are 
* thine Invitations publiſhed in the Goſpel ? 
© Wherefore didſt thou proclaim thoſe gra- 
* cious Words, which have been this Day 
* fo frequently repeated in thine Houſe ? 
Why does thy Spirit even now work up- 
* on my Heart, and raiſe there this Fer- 
«, "ROE? of Deſire? Wherefore didſt thou 
t weep? Wherefore didſt thou bleed? 
© Wherefore didſt thou die, if thou hadſt 
* no Compaſſion for periſhing Sinners? But 
* thou haſt Compaſſion ; thou haſt already 
extended it, to T houſands on Earth, and 
« Millions in Heaven. LORD, I believe ; 
« help thou my Unbelief'! I throw myſelf at thy 
« Feet; nor can I fear ſhall periſh there, 
cc unleſs Infinite Power be weakened, and 
e Infinite Love be exhauſted.” If but one 
Soul return from the Aſſembly with theſe 
Sentiments, and theſe Reſolutions, all the 
Labours of this Day, and many former Days, 
will be abundantly _ for that Soul 
wall 
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wall ſurely be relieved, and Gop in CHRIST 
be glorified and exalted. And now, 


3. I wouLD conclude, with addreſſing 
myſelf to thoſe, who have already taſted 
theſe Refreſhments. With regard to ſuch I 
would offer the following Exhortations. 

B thankful for the Refreſhments you 
have already received. Bleſs Gop, that ſuch 
merciful Proviſion is made in the Goſpel, 
for the Relief and Comfort of neceſſitous 
Creatures; and above all, be thankful, that 
you have been engaged to ſeek and to prize 
it, while ſo many are as it were dying for 
Thirſt, in the Midſt of theſe overflowing 
Streams. It is ſaid of Hagar (1), That when 
the was almoſt periſhing in the Wilderneſs, 
the LORD opened ber Eyes, and ſhe ſaw a 
Fountain of Water. So it is in your Caſe; 
the Lok p hath opened your Eyes, and there- 
fore you have ſeen this Fountain. 
B folicitous, that others may taſte thoſe 


| Refreſhments which have been imparted to 


you. It is ſaid of Hagar, in the Paſlage 
cited above, That when Gop had diſcover- 
ed this Supply, ſhe not only drank herſelf, 
but gave to her Child, and he alſo drank. So 
ſhould you, my Friends, be charitably con- 


cerned for the Happineſs of others as well as 


= 
* . 1 a 
=. e = -. 


for your own. You that are Parents ſhould 
be concerned, that your Children may drink ; 
and 

(1) Gen. xxi. 19. 
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and you that are Maſters, that your Servants 
may drink ; and all, that your Friends and 
Neighbours may be refreſhed. For, bleſſed 
be Gop, there is no Danger of finking this 
River by repeated plentiful Draughts : Still 
would: it flow on, ſtill would it overflow its 
Borders, though not only we, but all the 
Inhabitants of the Earth, ſhould not merely 
taſte it, but live upon it, Which leads me 
to add; [EDITS 

Cox INE your Application to CHRIS 


for farther Supplies. We are told, that the 


miraculous Stream which flowed from the 
Rock attended the Maelites in their various 
Removes; They ſtill drank of the Rock 
that followed them, and that Rock was 
CHRIST (m). Such' are the Waters 
that flow from the Rock of Ages; they 
do not only refreſh: the Soul on its firſt 
Converſion, but they afford it daily Com- 


fort and Support. Be conſtant therefore in 


your Applications to CHRITISTH, and diligent 
in the Uſe of all appointed Means for de- 
riving Influences from him. 

To conclude all, Long after the Heaven- 
ly World, where you ſhall receive a more 
abundant Supply. The Waters which fol- 
lowed rue through the Wilderneſs, failed 
when they came into an inhabited Land: 
But this River of Life will never forſake the 
Believer; it will flow with him ſweetly 

through 
(m) x Cor. x. 4. 


P 


to thirſiy &. vuls. 33 


through the dark Valley of the Shadow of 
Death, till it ſpreads itſelf into wider and 


deeper Streams, in the lovely Regions of the 
Heavenly Canaan. Thus are we told, that 
in the New Jeruſalem the River of the Ma- 
ter of Life proceedeth from the Throne of GOD 
and of the Lamb (n). And thus our Loxp 


' aſſures the Woman of Samaria, Whoſoever 


drinketh of the Water that T ſhall give him, 


ſhall never thirſt ; but it ſhall be in him as a 


Well of Water ſpringing up into Everlaſting 
Life (0). What then remains, but that we 
each of us cry out, as ſhe did, LoRp give 
us of this Living Water, that we may thirſt 


no more, nor come, as now, to theſe Ordi- 
nances fo draw! Amen. | 


(n) Rev. xxii. 1. (o) John iv. 14, 15. 


(34) 
An HYMN 


HE Loxp of Life exalted ſtands, 
| Aloud He cries, and ſpreads his Hands: 
He calls Ten Thouſands Sinners round, 
And ſends a Voice from every Wound. 


II. 


ce Attend, ye thirſty Souls, draw near, 
« And ſatiate all your Wiſhes here! 
Behold, the living Fountain flows 
In Streams as various as your Woes ! 


III. 


* An ample Pardon here I give, 

« And bid the ſentenc'd Rebel live; 
Shew him my Father's ſmiling Face, 
* And lodge him in His dear Embrace. 


) 
IV. 


« 1 purge from Sin's deteſted Stain, 
* And make the Crimſon White again; 
Lead to Celeſtial Joys, refin'd, 


* And laſting as the deathleſs Mind, 


V. 


An Hymn. 35 


V. 


« Muſt I anew my Pity prove ? 

« Witneſs the Words of melting Love, 

« The guſhing Tear, the lab'ring Breath, 
„And all theſe Scars of bleeding Death.” 


VI. 


Bleſs'd Saviour, I can doubt no more ; 
FT hear, and wonder, and adore : 
Panting I ſeek that Fountain-Head, 
Whence Waters ſo Divine proceed, 


VII. 


Clear Spring of Life ! flow on, and roll 
With growing Swell from Pole to Pole, 
Till Flowers and Fruits of Paradiſe 
Round all thy winding Current riſe ! 


\ 4 | © RP 


Still near thy Stream may I be found, 
Long as I tread this earthly Ground 
| Chear with thy Wave Death's gloomy Shade; 
Then thro' the Fields of Canaan ſpread | 
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BOOKS publiſbd by P. Doddridge, D. D. and 
ſold by J. Waugh, at the Turk's Head in Grace- 
church-Streer, 


I. HE Family ExposrTor: Volume the Third. 

., Containing the A of the Apoſtles :1 With additional 
Notes on. the Harmony of the Evange iſts; and Two Diſſer- 
tations, 1. On Sir 1/aac Newton's Syſtem of the Harmony. 
2. On the Inſpiration of the New Teſtament. With pro- 
per Indexes to the Whole. 

Note, At the-above Place may be had, the Second Edition 
of the Two * Volumes of the Family Expoſitor. 
Price bound 1 [, 

II. Tue Riſe and rogreſs of Religion in the Soul: Illu- 
ſtrated in a Courſe of Serious and Practical Addreſſes, Suited 
to Perſons. of every Character and Circumſtance: With a 
Devout Meditation or Prayer added to each Chapter. The 
Fourth Edition. 

III. Sermons on the Religious Education of Children. The 
Third Edition. 

IV. Sermons to Voung perſons, on the following Sub- 


jects; viz. 1. The Importance of the Riſing Generation. 
2. Chriſt formed in the Soul the Foundation of Hope. 3. A 


Diſſuaſive from keeping Wicked Company. 4. The Young 
Chriſtian invited to an early Attendance on the Lord's- 
Table. 5. The Orphan's' Hope. 6. The Reflections of 
a Pious Parent on the Death of a Wicked Child. 7 Youth 


reminded of approaching Judgment. The Third Edition. 


V. Practical Difcourſes on Regeneration, in Ten Ser- 
=—_— preached at Northampton, on the following Subjects; 

The Character of the Unr-generate. 2, 3 The Nature of 
Regeneration 4. 5, 6 The Neceſſity and Importance of 
it. 7. The Divine Influences neceſſary to produce it 8. 
The various Methods in which thoſe Influences operate. 
9. Directions to the awakened Sinner. 10. An Addreſs to 
the Regenerate. The Second Edition, in 12mo. 


VI. Sermons on the following Subjects; VIZ. 1. Life from 
Chriſt. 2. The Phyſician of Souls, 3 The Incarnation of 
Chriſt. 4. The Expediency and Neceflity of the Sufferings of 
Chriſt. 5. Reconciliation to God by the Blood of Chriſt. 6. 
The Sin and Folly of neglecting the Goſpel. 7, 8. The Con- 
ſtitution of the Covenant of Grace. 9g. The Believers Reſt. 
By the late Reverend Mr. James Shepherd. To which is add- 
ed a Sermon occaſioned by his Death. By P. Doddriage, D. D. 
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